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Plumsted Township School District 
Summer Reading 2019 Grades 9 - 12 

 
 
Summer reading is meant to be engaging, hold educational value, and prepare you for your 
upcoming year.  Each grade level has a book selection based on the the theme for the first unit 
that you will be engaged with for the start of the school year.  Make your book selection based 
on the book list for the grade you will be going into in September.  College Prep students will 
select one book from the list to read.  Honors students will read the required reading and select 
one other book from the list to read. 
 
9 CP and Honors 
Maus, Art Spiegelman 
Paper Towns, John Green 
Believe: My Faith and the Tackle That Changed My Life, Eric LaGrand 
The Illustrated Man, Ray Bradbury 
Lord of the Flies, William Golding (Mandatory and ONLY for HONORS) 
 
10 CP and Honors 
World War Z: An Oral History of the Zombie War, Max Brooks 
Persepolis, Marjane Satrapi  (Mandatory and ONLY for HONORS) 
War of Worlds, H.G. Wells 
The Road, Cormac McCarthy 
12 Days of Terror: A Definitive Investigation of the 1916 New Jersey Shark Attacks, Richard 
Fernicola  
 
11 CP and Honors 
Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde, Robert Louis Stevenson 
The Hobbit, J.R.R. Tolkien 
The Book Thief, Markus Zusak 
Empire of Ice: Scott, Shackleton, and the Heroic Age of Antarctic Science, Edward Larson 
Pygmalion, George Bernard Shaw (Mandatory and ONLY for HONORS) 
 
12 CP and Honors 
The Stranger, Albert Camus (College Prep Only) 
One Hundred Years of Solitude, Gabriel Garcia Marquez 
A Long Way Gone, Ishmael Beah 
The Fountainhead, Ayn Rand 
A Handmaid’s Tale, Margaret Atwood (Mandatory and ONLY for HONORS) 
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Summer Reading 2019 Tasks: 

 
Please read through the summer reading tasks carefully.  Be sure to understand the task 
completely and review the rubric before making your task selection.  
 
College Prep - Select one task to complete.  This is due Wednesday, September 12th and 
Thursday, September 13th. 
 
Honors - Must complete the Quote Analysis, for one book, and any other task, for the second 
book.  The analysis is due on Friday, September 7th, regardless of the A/B schedule.  The second 
task is due Wednesday, September 12th and Thursday September 13th. 
 

Choice Board Tasks: 
 

 
 

Trifold Collage  
This task requires you to 
showcase your summer 

reading by creating a trifold 
collage or use a or Publishing 

application (ePub), that 
contains, plot points, 

conflicts, analysis, pictures, 
and identifies theme. 

 
 
 

Artistic Piece  
This task requires you to 

create an 
acrylic/oil/watercolor 

painting or sculpture inspired 
by the novel. 

 

 
 
 

Photo Essay  
This tasks requires you to 
identify theme, character, 

setting and symbols through 
photographs and provide a 
brief explanation for each. 

 
 

 
 

Musical/Theatrical 
Production  

This task requires you 
recreate a major scene or 

summarize the reading, using 
iMovie or other recording 

application. 
 

 

 
 

Thematic Essay  
Write a two to three page 

essay about how the theme 
develops throughout the 

novel. 

 
 

Quote Analysis  
Select 8 - 10 quotes, 

accurately documented, and 
provide an analysis for each. 

 
**Required for Honors** 
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Cog Skill 3 
 

4 5 6 7 

Theme and 
Central Idea 
Determining 
theme(s)/centra
l idea(s) with 
details that 
convey the 
central idea(s) 

 

Identifies a 
theme/main 
idea in a text 
using key 
details and 
 
Elaborates on 
how key details 
support the 
main idea 
OR 
Uses key 
details to 
describe how 
characters/spe
akers view 
events/topics 

Identifies a 
theme/cent
ral idea in 
a text and 
provides a 
limited 
explanatio
n of how 
that 
theme/cent
ral idea is 
developed 
through 
specific 
details. 

Identifies a major 
theme/central idea 
in a text and 
provides an 
accurate 
explanation of how 
that theme/central 
idea is developed 
through specific 
details.  
 
Provides some 
explanation of how 
the theme/central 
idea interacts with 
supporting ideas 
or other elements 
in the text (e.g., 
setting, plot, 
character). 

Identifies 
multiple 
themes/centr
al ideas in a 
text and 
provides an 
accurate 
analysis of 
their 
development 
and 
interaction 
with each 
other and with 
supporting 
ideas or other 
elements in 
the text (e.g., 
setting, plot, 
character). 

Identifies multiple 
themes/central ideas 
in a text and provides 
a thorough, accurate 
analysis of their 
development and 
interaction with each 
other and with 
supporting ideas or 
other elements in the 
text (e.g., setting, 
plot, character). 
 
Where applicable, 
interprets 
theme/central idea 
through a critical lens 
or framework. 

Integration of 
Evidence 
Representing 
evidence 
accurately (via 
notes, 
summary, 
and/or 
paraphrase) 
and including 
evidence in 
text. 

 

Presents 
relevant 
evidence from 
experiences or 
sources 
through 
accurate 
summary or 
paraphrase at 
appropriate 
places within 
the text. 

Evidence 
from 
sources is 
presented 
objectively 
and 
accurately 
and 
inserted at 
appropriat
e points in 
the text to 
support an 
argument, 
explanatio
n, or 
analysis. 

Evidence is 
presented 
objectively and 
accurately, 
positioned 
appropriately in 
the text, and 
contextualized with 
introductory and/or 
explanatory 
phrases or 
statements. 

Evidence is 
presented 
objectively 
and 
accurately, 
positioned 
appropriately 
in the text, 
and 
contextualize
d with 
introductory 
and/or 
explanatory 
phrases or 
statements. 

Evidence is 
presented objectively 
and accurately, 
positioned and 
contextualized 
appropriately, and 
excerpted, 
paraphrased, or 
summarized 
strategically. 
Evidence is 
integrated into the 
text in a variety of 
ways (e.g., breakout 
quotes, combination 
of summary and 
direct quote) that 
support the argument, 
explanation, or 
analysis and develop 
a consistent tone 
appropriate to the 
purpose. 
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Summer Reading Rubric 
 Novice (35 - 31 

points) 
Apprentice (36 -40 
points) 

Practitioner (41-45 
points) 

Expert (46 - 50 
points) 

Tri-Fold 
Collage  

-Includes 6 or less key 
plot points 
- 4 or less conflict 
and/or transitional1 
quotations and does 
not include quote 
analysis2  

- 1 or less picture total 
including protagonist3, 
antagonist4, sidekick5 
& foil6.  
- Does not identify the 
theme of the piece  
- Project includes little 
to no color, an 
exuberant7 of negative 
space8, neither mood 
or tone is captured 

-Includes 7-10 key 
plot points 
- 6 conflict and/or 
transitional quotations 
including 1 lines of 
analysis per quotation. 
- 2 pictures total 
including protagonist, 
antagonist, sidekick & 
foil. 
- Identify the theme of 
the piece - 2 
paragraph book 
review 
- Project includes 
limited color, an 
abundance9 of 
negative space, 
captures mood OR 
tone 

-Includes 9-11 key 
plot points 
- 8 conflict and/or 
transitional quotations 
including 2 lines of 
analysis per quotation. 
- 3 pictures total 
including protagonist, 
antagonist, sidekick & 
foil. 
- Identify the theme of 
the piece 
- Project includes 
some color, some 
negative space, 
captures mood AND 
tone. 

All of Practitioner 
plus: 
-Includes 12-15 key 
plot points 
- 10 conflict and/or 
transitional quotations 
including 3 lines of 
analysis per quotation. 
- 4 pictures total 
including protagonist, 
antagonist, sidekick & 
foil. 
- Identify the theme of 
the piece  
- Project includes 
much color, little to no 
negative space, 
captures mood AND 
tone.  

Artistic Piece  -Artistic Piece: 
acrylic/oil/watercolor 
painting, or sculpture 
inspired by the novel. 
- 8 or less line free 
verse OR rhymed 
poem OR 2 
paragraphs or less that 
explains the artistic 
inspiration11 and no 
key points of 
connection from the 
novel to the artistic 
piece.  

-Artistic Piece: 
acrylic/oil/watercolor 
painting, or sculpture 
inspired by the novel. 
- 12 line free verse OR 
rhymed poem OR 3 
paragraph essay that 
explains the artistic 
inspiration and 1 key 
point of connection 
from the novel to the 
artistic piece.  

-Artistic Piece: 
acrylic/oil/watercolor 
painting, or sculpture 
inspired by the novel. 
- 16 line free verse OR 
rhymed poem OR 4 
paragraph essay that 
explains the artistic 
inspiration and 2 key 
points of connection 
from the novel to the 
artistic piece.  

All of Practitioner 
plus:- 
Artistic Piece: 
acrylic/oil/watercolor 
painting, or sculpture 
inspired by the novel. 
- 20 line free verse OR 
rhymed poem OR 5 
paragraph essay that 
explains the artistic 
inspiration and 3 or 
more key points of 
connection from the 
novel to the artistic 
piece. 
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Photo Essay  -Three or more of the 
following is missing: 
Theme, character, 
setting, symbol are 
identified. - 2 or less 
photographs or images 
used 
-1 or less paragraphs 
per picture explaining 
each picture 

-Two of the following 
is missing: Theme, 
character, setting, 
symbol are identified. 
- 3 photographs or 
images used  
-Less than 1 paragraph 
per picture explaining 
each picture 

-One of the following 
is missing: Theme, 
character, setting, 
symbol are identified. 
- 4 photographs or 
images used  
- 1 paragraph per 
picture explaining 
each picture 

All of Practitioner 
plus: -Theme, 
character, setting 
AND symbol are 
identified. - 5 
photographs or images 
used  
-1 paragraph per 
picture explaining 
each picture 

Musical/ 
Theatrical 
Presentation  

-2 or less minutes in 
length  
- Recreates a major 
scene from the novel, 
OR summarizes the 
entire piece. 
- 2 props and/or 
costumes used.  
- No musical 
components used. 

-3-4 minutes in length 
- Recreates a major 
scene from the novel, 
OR summarizes the 
entire piece.  
- 3 props and/or 
costumes used. - 1 
musical components 
used. 

-5-7 minutes in length 
- Recreates a major 
scene from the novel, 
OR summarizes the 
entire piece.  
 - 4 props and/or 
costumes used. 
- 2 musical 
components used. 

All of Practitioner plus 
-6-8 minutes in length 
- Recreates a major 
scene from the novel, 
OR summarizes the 
entire piece. 
- 5 or more props 
and/or costumes used. 
- 3 or more musical 
components used.  

Thematic 
Essay 

-Less than one page in 
length 
- Theme is vaguely 
stated 
- Thesis missing 
- There are limited 
examples from the 
novel 
- Multiple errors in 
MLA Format 

- 1 to one and half 
pages in length 
- Theme is present 
- Thesis barely 
explains how theme is 
developed 
- Vague examples are 
provided from the 
novel. 
- There are 3 - 4 errors 
in MLA format 

-Just short of 2 pages 
in length 
- Theme is stated 
- Thesis explains how 
theme is developed 
- Some specific 
examples from the 
novel are provided  
- There are 1 - 2 errors 
in MLA format 

All of Practitioner plus 
-2 -3 pages in length 
- Theme clearly stated 
- Thesis thoroughly 
explains how theme is 
developed 
- Specific examples of 
from the novel are 
provided showing how 
the author developed 
theme throughout the 
novel 
- MLA format 
followed 
 

Quote Analysis 
(Mandatory 
for all Honors 
Students)  

- 2 - 3 quotes 
- Many errors in 
documentation 
- No analysis provided 

- 4 - 5 quotes 
- A couple of errors in 
documentation 
- A couple of 
sentences for analysis 
for each quote 

- 6 -7 quotes  
- Accurately 
documented page 
numbers 
- Less than 1 
paragraph analysis for 
each quote 

All of Practitioner plus 
- 8 - 10 quotes 
- Accurately 
documented page 
numbers 
- 1 paragraph analysis 
for each quote 
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Glossary: 
 
transitional1   - relating to or characteristic of a process or period of change 
 
analysis2- detailed examination of the elements or structure of something 
 
protagonist3- the leading character; typically the good guy 

 

antagonist4- a person who actively opposes or is hostile to someone or something; the bad guy 

 

sidekick5- a person's assistant or close associate 
 
foil6- a person or thing that contrasts with and brings out the qualities of another. 
 

exuberant7- filled with or characterized by a lively energy and excitement 

 

negative space8,- the space around and between the subject(s) of an image. 
 

abundance9 a very large quantity of something 
 
screenplay10 -  the script of a movie, including acting instructions and scene directions. 
 

artistic inspiration11 burst of creativity in a literary, musical, art or another way to express oneself. 
 
 


